Colossians 1:15-23

When people are asked, “Who is the most famousrdhential person in world history?”,
many people answer, “Jesus Christ.” But people ld#fferent ideas about Jesus’ identity.

1. Jesus once asked his disciples, “Who do peopld say]?” (Matthew 16:13)How do we
answer that question today? How do different peapkver the question, “Who is Jesus?”?

Paul writes to believers, “[God] has rescued umftbe dominion of darkness and brought us
into the kingdom of the Son he loves, in whom weeh@demption, the forgiveness of sins”
(1:13-14,nv). But who is “the Son”? Who is Jesus Chrigg2ad Colossians 1:15-20

2. What characteristics of “the Son” are presentedafossians 1:15-19? How do you explain
them?

Who is Jesus Christ? Based on Colossians 1:15rBn(@ny other passages), he is God in the
flesh? He is supreme over all creation!

Apparently, the false teachers in Colosse werehirgdhe need to worship or placate (appease,
pacify) spiritual powers in order to gain God’sddag and presence. Even today, many people
attempt to placate, influence or manipulate spatipowers to make their lives better. Other
people are captive to the concepts of fate and &arm

3. In what ways does Colossians 1:15-20 provide hop&éedom
from these enslaving forcé's?

Human beings, in their natural condition, are aied (separated, estranged) from God. When
man sinned against God, the relationship betweahdadd man was brokdenesis 3)Thus

! The Bible clearly teaches that “the Son” is Je&8hest (Matthew 3:17; 14:33; 17:5; 27:54; Luke 132 John 3:16-
18; 20:31; Acts 9:20; Romans 1:4; 1 John 1:3; 248225).

2 God is one (Deuteronomy 6:4; Mark 12:29; 1 Tima2h). God is one in essence or substance (beéingihree in
subsistence (personhood). God is Father, Son, ahd3pirit. God the Son has existed eternally. Hesveat a
particular time in history, God the Son entered imimanity by taking on human flesh (John 1:1-2,RHilippians
2:6). In his humanity, he was given the name Jeksis, as the Son of God, is both fully humadfully God.

% “xarma” refers to the effects of a person’s actitimat determine his/her destiny in the next lifedirnation. The
concepts of karma and fate are not consistent @litfistian belief.

* Christ is supreme over all creation, including shéitual “thrones, powers, rulers and authoritibsit seek to oppress
us and separate us from God. If he is supremethese forces, he is able to rescue us from theiraking power.
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mankind is fallen, and the whole creation is irodier> Human beings need to be recondiled
to God, and the whole creation needs to be reneRead Colossians 1:19-23

4. What was needed for human beings to be reconal&bt, and for the
creation to be renewe?2:20-22)How did God accomplish this? 4
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The claim that Jesus Christ is God in the fleshl®Id claim! But it is essential to the gospel.
Only God could save us from our fallen condition.dccomplish this, the Son had to enter into
humanity, physically identify with us, and die iarglace. This was the only way for us to be
“holy in [God’s] sight, without blemish, and freeofn accusation.” (See 2 Corinthians 5:20-21)
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How do you answer the question, “Who is Jesus?”tWéhidne basis for your answer? Do you
believe the Bible’s answer? If not, investigate tb@sons why so many people do believe.
Believers, are you “continuing in your faith, edisited and firm, not moved from the hope held
out in the gospel”? Reflect on this passage’s anssv&Vho is Jesus?” and be encouraged.

“image ik n)® of the invisible God'(1:15). The very nature and character of God have been
perfectly revealed in the Son. See John 1:18; Bh8;Hebrews 1:3.

“firstborn (pr totoko$® over all creation{1:15). The Son is supreme over all creation.

All things were created ifen) him, through(dia) him, and for(eis) him (1:16). Nothing was
created independently of him. He is the ag@ahn 1:3)and goal of creatio(Ephesians 1:10)
“before all things(1:17). The Son existed prior to creation. He is not méa

“in him all things hold together(1:17). He is the sustainer of the universe, and theyungf
principle of its life(Hebrews 1:3)

“head of the body, the churck:18). He is the ruler over his “body” (the church), ahd body
is dependent on him for life and pow@&phesians 1:22-23; 4:11f., 5.2)

“the beginning &rch ) and the firstborn from the deall:18). He is the first to be raised in an
imperishable, immortal bodRomans 1:4; Hebrews 7:16; Philippians 2:8-1Hjs resurrection
is the beginning of a new creation order. He igeoe over both the old and new creations.
“all [God’s] fullness pl r ma) dwell(s) in him”(1:19). “For in Christ all the fullness of Deity
lives in bodily form”(2:9). “God in all his fullness has chosen to dwell inrigt.” (Moo, 132)

®>When man sinned (Gen. 3:1-14) the creation waseclf3:15-19). As man fell, the creation was dragimvn with
him, and “was subjected to frustration” and needsd “set free from its bondage to decay” (Rom0&2). The exact
sense in which the creation is in “bondage to d€oagorruption)” is disputed. For example, scheldisagree about
how the present physical world (with its earthqugledc.) relates to the original (pre-fall) creatiblowever, it is clear
that this present world will pass away; and theittbg a new heaven and a new earth (2 Pet. 3:&8; R1:1).

® “reconcile” @pokatallass —a stronger form okatallass) — to bring together again; to make friendly ag&inchange
from enmity to friendship; to mend a broken relasbip.

"“because’(en)in verse 21 may be translated “in” or perhaps tfahdy”. Translated this way, people are not inwgard|
opposed to Gotecausef their evil behavior. Rather, evil behavior & tresult of thinking that is opposed to God.

8 eik nis basically something that looks like, or represesomething else (Douglas Mdde Letters to the Colossians
and to PhilemoriGrand Rapids: Eerdmann, 2008], 117). The wongsed for the stamped portrait of Caesar on many
first-century coins (Matthew 22:20).

° This does not mean the “the Son” was born, orawaated (though Jesus was born when the Son tobkman

flesh). The Son is eternally existing (John 1:1-2:4). The firstborn son had priority of rank, ahét is the meaning in
this verse. In Psalm 89:27, God says of the Davlig (originally David, the last-born son of J&ssewill make him
the firstborn, the highest of kings on earth.” As tfirstborn over all creation,” the Son is “supre over all creation.”
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