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James 1:2-12 

 
General Question 
�  How do you normally feel, and respond, when you have to face a trial (a test of difficulty, 

trouble, or suffering)? Are there any benefits in facing trials? If so, what are they? 

 
How Should Christians Respond to Trials? 
�  Read James 1:2-8. James presents three imperatives in verses 2 through 5:  

�  1:2: “Consider”  – regard or think about it this way 
�  1:4: “Let have”  – respond in this way (The NIV does not translate the imperative) 
�  1:5: “Ask”  – ask God 

 
1. Whenever we face trials of many kinds, we are to consider it pure ________ (1:2). Why?  

 
 

2. The testing of our faith develops “perseverance” 1 (1:3), but perseverance 
is not the final goal. We are to let perseverance have its perfect work (1:4). 
We must allow perseverance to finish its work. What is this “work?”2 

 
 
 

3. Verse 5 says, “ If any of you lacks wisdom,3 [you] should _________  _________.”   
Why?4 

 
 
 

�  “ For the Lord gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge 
and understanding.”   (Proverbs 2:6) 

 

�  “ The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and knowledge of the Holy One is 
understanding”  (Proverbs 9:10, cf. 1:7). 

                                                 
1 The word translated “perseverance”  (� � � � � � � , hupomon�) comes from the idea of ªremaining under.º It may be 
also translated ªpatient endurance.º A person who successfully carries a heavy weight for a long time develops 
strength and endurance. Muscles need resistance to become stronger. The word used for ªtestingº (� � � 	� 
� � ) is also 
used for the process of refining gold. The trials in our life are meant to refine our faith ± to prove genuine and purify. 
2 To make us ªcomplete,º perfect in character (conformed to the image of Christ, the model of character). ªNot 
lacking anythingº ± i.e., wholeness, completeness in spiritual integrity. This goal cannot be fully realized in this life, 
but the Christian should be improving in character (that is, becoming more like Christ) throughout his/her life. Trials 
can speed up the process, because they humble us and influence us to turn to God, which allows Him to change us.  
3 Biblical ªwisdomº is not merely intelligence or sound judgment. See Proverbs 9:10. The ªfear of the Lordº is an 
acknowledgment of who God is, and a proper attitude toward God ± which is worship and submission. The 
beginning of wisdom is not merely a right method of thought but a right relation. Knowledge, in its full sense, is a 
relationship, dependent on the revelation of God. The first step in biblical wisdom is knowing God. Biblical wisdom 
involves godly choices and godly character (James 3:17). James’  letter instructs us in biblical wisdom.  
4 God ªgives generously.º Jesus said, ªAsk and it will be given to you ...º (Matthew 7:7-11; Luke 11:9-13.)    
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4. When we ªask God,º we must have a particular attitude (1:6). How would you describe 
this attitude? How does it contrast with the attitude of the person ªwho doubts?º (1:6-8)5 

 
 
 
Proper Perspectives for “ the Poor”  & “ the Rich”  

5. Read James 1:9-11. In what way does the Christian in ªhumble circumstancesº have a 
ªhigh position?º (1:9)6  

 
 

6. What should the rich person not take pride in? Why? (1:10-11) In what way does the 
ªone who is richº  7 have a ªlow position?º (1:10)  

 
 
 
God’s Promise 

7. Read James 1:12. What does God promise for the person ªwho perseveres under trial?º 
To whom does this promise apply?  

 
 
    
 
 

 
Reflection & Application 
�  Are you presently experiencing difficulties, trouble, or suffering? If you aren’ t now, you 

certainly will in the future. How will you handle it? What are you trusting in? Will you need 
help? The Bible says, ªGod is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in troubleº 
(Psalm 46:1). Have you entered into a relationship with God through faith in Jesus Christ? 

�  As a Christian, how do you respond to the trials in your life? Periodically review and reflect 
on James 1:2-8, and ªconsider,º ªlet have,º and ªask.º Remember the promise in verse 12. 

�  Where do you go for ªwisdom?º Remember that God is the source of wisdom. Continually 
ask God for wisdom, with an attitude of trust and commitment, and apply God’s wisdom to 
your daily life.                                 

                                                 
5 We must ªbelieve.º That is, we must trust in God; trust in His character. To doubt is to question His character. 
Many times, we Christians go back and forth between belief and doubt. The doubter is unstable, like a wave of the 
sea blown and tossed by the wind (e.g., circumstances). Such a person is ªdouble-mindedº (� 	� � 
 � �  ± ªdouble-
souledº). But God wants us to have undivided trust and loyalty. That’s why Jesus said the greatest commandment is: 
ªLove the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mindº (Matthew 22:37). 
6 See James 2:5. God ªgives grace to the humbleº (4:6: Ephesians 2:4-7).  
7 Scholars are divided on whether the ªone who is richº is a rich Christian or a rich non-Christian. If he is a rich 
Christian, he is instructed to take no pride in his money or social position, but rather in his ªlow positionº ± that is, 
his identification with the humility of Jesus Christ (who was ªdespised and rejectedº). If he is a rich non-Christian, 
his ªlow positionº relates to the inevitable loss or destruction of his wealth and influence; whether in life, death, or 
judgment. Thus the instruction to ªtake pride in his low positionº is intended to be ironical (that is, all the rich 
person will have left ªto take pride inº is his inevitable humiliation). 


