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James 1:13-18 

 
Source of Temptation (1:13-14a)  
�  Read James 1:12-15. What does James say about the source of temptation? 1 
 

�  The source of temptation is � � � � � � � � � � � �   �   (1:13)  
 

�  Rather, we are tempted by our own _______________ ________________ (1:14a)2 
 
Sequence in Temptation (1:14b-15) 
 

1. D____________________ 
�  The Greek word (� � �� � � �� , epithumia), translated “evil desire”  in verse 14, is generally 

neutral. In other words, it can mean either good desire or bad desire, depending on the 
context.3  Here, “evil desire”  is the appropriate translation. 

 

2. D__________________ 
 

3. D_____________________4 
 

4. D_____________________5 
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1 The words ªtrialº(� � �	 � 
 � � � ) in verse 12 and ªtemptº(� � �	 
 � � ) in verse 13 come from the same Greek root 
(� � �	 � -). However, the context demands a distinction. God does ªtestº His people (e.g., Genesis 22:1, Hebrews 
11:17). But God does not tempt anyone. The Good News Bible captures the relation of verses 12 and 13 when it 
translates verse 13: ªIf a person is tempted by such trials, he must not say, ‘This temptation is from God.º  
2 Other influences include evil spirits, including the devil (or Satan) who tempted Eve in the garden (James 4:7); and 
ªthe worldº – that is, the worldview and lifestyle of fallen humanity that are opposed to God (1:27, 4:4).  
3Consider your present desires (lifelong and daily). What are you seeking? In this academic environment, many 
desire knowledge, grades, degrees, credentials, careers, prestige, power, money, or material possessions, to name a 
few. On a daily basis, we might desire pleasure, comfort, happiness, peace, attention, recognition, or control, to 
name a few. How do you know whether your desires are good or bad? Are they selfish? Or are they for others? And 
ultimately, are they for God? 
4 ªDisobedienceº is used in these notes to represent ªsinº in general. ªSinº may be defined as ªany action or attitude 
that is opposed to the nature and will of God.º Thus ªall have sinnedº (Romans 3:23).  
5Sin results in death. The Bible is consistent and clear on this point. It is God’s warning from the beginning. He said 
to the first man, ª[disobey and] you will surely dieº (Genesis 2:17). Paul wrote, ªthe wages of sin is deathº (Romans 
6:23). This includes physical and spiritual death – i.e., separation from life and separation from the Source of life. 
This is the condition of everyone who has not been restored to relationship with God through faith in Christ. Of 
course, God’s children are not sinless (1 John 1:8). However, the Christian’s relationship with God is based on 
Christ’ s righteousness, which is ªcreditedº to us through faith in Jesus Christ (Romans 4:18-25, 2 Corinthians 5:17-
21). Still, sin in the Christian life harms ªfellowshipº with God, and has various destructive effects. 
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Solution to Temptation (1:16-18) 
 

�  God’s G________________ 
 

�  Read James 1:16-18. God is not the source of temptation. Rather, God is the source of 
ªevery good and perfect giftº (v. 17a).6 

�  God is ªthe Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadowsº (v. 
17b).7 God does not change like the heavenly bodies He created. He is always good. 

 

�  God’s G________________ 
 

�  Verse 18 is in direct contrast to verse 15. Sin gives birth to death (v. 15). God gives birth 
to life (v. 18).8  

 
 
       
                                
 
 

Advice for the Tempted (Reflection/Application) 
�  Accept Responsibility.  

�  Accept responsibility for your own sins (wrong attitudes and actions). Do not blame other 
people, circumstances, or fate. Certainly do not blame God. 

  

�  Change your Perspective and Heart (by God’s grace). 
�  Change your perspective from the ªfish perspectiveº to God’s perspective. God has given 

us His word and His Spirit to instruct us. 
�  Change your ªdiet.º Develop an appetite for God, not ªworms.º By realizing God’s 

goodness and grace (see below), we become more attracted to God than ªfish bait.º 
  

�  Realize God’s Goodness and Grace.9 
�  Reflect on God’s goodness, especially the gift of salvation and the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
�  Realize God’s grace. The Christian is a new creature, no longer a slave to sin. God gives 

us the resources to handle temptation. His Spirit empowers us to say ªnoº.   
 
“ No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will 
not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it”  (1 Corinthians 10:13). 

                                                 
6 � � 
 �  � � 
 ��  � � � � �  � � � � � �  � � 	 � � �  � � � � �� �  – literally, ªevery good giving and every perfect gift.º Every good 
thing is from God, and every thing God gives is good.  
7 More literally, ªwith whom there is no variation, or shadow of turning,º words often used to refer to astronomical 
phenomena. ªVariationº refers to the orderly, periodic movement of the heavenly bodies. ªShadow of turningº may 
relate to the phases of the moon, or the shifts from day to night. Of course, much of the change we observe in the 
heavenly bodies is change only from our perspective. The image is still fitting. Regardless of our changes in 
perspective, God is always good. 
8 This refers to the new birth (regeneration) that comes through the ªword of truthº (� � � � �  � � � � � �� � ) – the good 
news of Jesus Christ. By His grace, God gives life (abundant and eternal) to those who have received Christ.  
9 If you have not received Christ, you are still hooked in sin, which results in death. Trust Christ and be set free! If 
you have received Christ, your response to temptation is still a serious matter! ªShall we go on sinning? … ªby no 
means!º (Romans 6:1-2)  ªDo not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer 
yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to lifeº (Romans 6:13).  


