The Letter of James Lesson 11

James 5:1-6

Read James 5:1n verse 1, James declares the coming judgme@bdfupon “you rich
people.” Why will these “rich people” suffer judgment? Reles 5:2-6and consider the
following discussion questions.

1. Read James 5:2-8Vhat are they doing with their wealth? They are
their wealth (v. 3). What is wrong with storing wealth? What attitudes are wrong? What
happens to earthly wealth?
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\/«69 “hoard” — “lay up” or “store up”
T

Jesus said;Do not store up for yourselves treasure on eavtiere moth and rust
destroy, and where thieves break in and steals®ué up for yourselves treasures in
heaverf, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where¢kido not break in and steal.
For where your treasure is, there your heart velbatlso”(Matthew 6:19-21yv).

Jesus said;Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Bi®purses for yourselves that
will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that wilt be exhausted, where no thief comes
near and no moth destroy@’uke 12:33nv).

2. lIs it always wrong to store up wealth (includingisg money)? If not, what is the difference
between “wrong storing up” and “right storing up®’hat is the proper attitude for the
Christian?®

Personal ReflectionWhat can make you feel secure about the future® Deeidea of wealth
help you feel secure? Do you trust more in 1) viggdower and influence, or 2) God? Do you
think that wealth will make you happy or fulfilled?

L “you rich people”- probably refers to rich non-@ians who were oppressing the poorer Christignss(the
passage would serve as comfort to the oppressdddigring that justice would prevail). But the ages would also
benefit those in the Christian community by warniihgm against wrong attitudes concerning riches.

2 This world will pass away, but God’s kingdom lafsteever. Storing up treasures in heaven involwiviies that
reflect “kingdom values,” including growing in thk@owledge of God, spiritual growth, evangelism, ifiimg up”
the church, and good deeds (e.g., 1 Timothy 6:9)7-19

% The Christian should acknowledge that God is &z owner of his/her wealth. We are merely stewards
(caretakers) of God's resources. If saving is gstesvardship, it is okay. But we must avoid trusiimgur savings
account more than God. And we must not neglecbbligations, such as giving; taxes; providing toe heeds of
our family; paying our workers, bills, and debts.
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3. Read James 5:4Vhat else are they doing wrong? How would yowcdks the attitude
behind these actions?

“Do not defraud your neighbor or rob him. Do notchback wages of a hired man
overnight” (Leviticus 19:13ywv).

“Do not take advantage of a hired man who is poorr@eedy, whether he is a brother
Israelite or an alien living in one of your towiy him his wages each day before
sunset, because he is poor and is counting orthier@ise he may cry to the Lord against
you, and you will be guilty of sin{lDeuteronomy 24:14-1%yv).

4. These rich people were cheating their workers, tlmmsonstrating a lack of integrity (moral
character). What are some practical ways that weifgloyers, employees, customers, and
citizens) can demonstrate integrity in our earring handling of mone§?

“Better a little with righteousness than much mgaith injustice” (Proverb 16:8).

5. Read James 5:5Vhat does their lifestyle indicate about theifitate? What is wrong with
this attitude? How common is this attitude in yexperience and culture? Explain.

N

6. Is it wrong to enjoy the abundance of our posses8iadvhy or why not? —~

What is the proper attitude for the wealthy Chaist E

“If riches increase, do not set your heart upomth@salm 62:10byass.

“Command those who are rich in this present wodtta be arrogant nor to put their
hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to peirthope in God, who richly provides
us with everything for our enjoyment. Command therdo good deeds, and to be
generous and willing to share. In this way they &y up treasure for themselves as a
firm foundation for the coming age, so that thewrteke hold of the life that is truly
life” (1 Timothy 6:17-19v).

Jesus said;You cannot serve both God and moh@yatthew 6:24b,nv).

* For example, employers should treat their emplsyightly and fairly. Employees should work an hstrgay’s
work. Customers should promptly pay their billstiz&ins should pay their taxes and not cheat. Others
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Personal ReflectionWhat is your attitude toward wealth? Who is the enaof your money and
possessions? How do you decide how your money asskpgsions are used? What is the
purpose of your money and possessions?

Read James 5% In summary, the rich people will be judged beeathey have...
Selfishly and foolishly stored up wealth, whicloidy temporal (v. 2-3);
Defrauded/cheated their workers (v. 4);

Lived in self-indulgence (v. 5);
Oppressed the innocent (v. 6).

7. Based on the Bible passages in this handout (indutie verses below), what are some of
the dangers associated with money and riches? tdomedguard against these dang@rs?

Jesus said;l tell you the truth, it is hard for a rich mam €nter the kingdom of heaven”
(Matthew 19:23nwv).

“For the love of money is a root of all kinds ofiley(1 Timothy 6:10ayiv).

Application
Review the above passages of Scripture, and conypareview of riches to the Bible’s view
of riches. ldentify specific changes needed in ydearto conform to the Bible’s view of
riches. Commit to make those specific changesimglgn God’s grace in Christ.

What warnings apply to you? Is your love of moneg possessions (or anything else!)
greater than your love for God? If you believe iodGtransfer your devotion from these
things to God, through faith in Jesus Christ. Ifi gl not believe in God, consider the
wisdom of the above Scriptures, and keep seekutl with all your heart.

® These rich people have “condemned” innocent méis firobably refers to them “dragging [the pootpinourt”
(2:6) concerning wages, rents, and debts. Thekgaople have “condemned and murdered” innocent men
“Murder” may be figurative (that is, “judicial mued”), referring to the ruined lives caused by tioh oppressors.
Of course, the logical outcome of such oppressaarly death. The phrase “were not opposing yoay be
translated “do not resist you” (NASB). In other wsy the poor are unwilling or unable (helplessjeist the power
and influence of the rich.

® The love of wealth (money and possessions) displimve for God. Such worldly pursuits blind pecipten the
true Source of blessing. Many will never know Getduse they chose earthly treasures over heaveabures.
The result is God’s judgment. Even the Christiam d&splace God’s rightful place in his/her life wigarthly
pursuits and treasures. We must guard against dagds loving God with all our hearts; 2) lovingroneighbors
as ourselves; 3) acknowledging God’s ownershipvefyhing we possess (we are stewards); 4) conmyitt use
all of our God-given resources for His purposes giody.

Jay Lester, HIS International



